152____________________Sri Raghavendra

Mtrtt, after Sri Raghavendraswami) and Sri Sujanendrs
Thirtha (eleventh in the same line) have caused the
Madhwa cult to spread fdr and wide for the good ol
mankind and have performed several wondrous deeds.
These great souls have also entered their Brindavana
here, making the place all the more sacred.

After Sri Sujanendra Thirtha had entered the
Brindavan in 1836, Sri Raghavendrachar took charge as
the head of the Sri Mutt - the thirteenth in the line of
succession, with the holy name Sri Sugnyanendra
Thirtha-and started ruling over the religious empire, in
the traditional way of his predecessors.

Sri Sugnyanendra Thirtha was well-versed in all the
four sastras and devout in the rendering of Sri
Raghavendra Ashtakshara Mantra Japa. As a result,
his face would always be reflecting a brilliance and
presenting a graceful look.

Years rolled by! It was about 25 years since the
pontiff had occupied the venerable seat-the year 1861.

The then ruler of Mysore, Mummudi Krishnaraja
wodeyar, had great attachment and veneration towards
Sri Raghavendraswami and Sri Sugnyanendra Thirtha.
He would often send his emissaries to find out the needs
of the Sri Mutt and thus provide necessary assistance to
it, whenever required.

As Nanjangud was close to Mysore, Sosale and
Srirangapatnam, it was easy for the Mysore Maharaja to
get information from there. Further, Sri Sugnyanendra
Thirtha's spiritual powers acquired through penance
was drawing everyone towards him and the maharaja
too was lured by that.